Oxford and its Story

shirt. The Spanish friars finding they could do
nothing with him, exclaimed the one to the other,
" Let us go from him, for the devil is in him."
" Make short/' cried Lord Williams, and " Recant!
recant 1 " cried others. The wood was kindled.
" This was the hand that wrote it," Cranmer said,
extending his right arm, " therefore it shall suffer first
punishment/' He held his hand so steadfast and
immovable in the flame that all men might see it
burned before his body was touched. And so hold-
ing it he never stirred nor cried till the fire reached
him and he was dead.

A portrait of Cranmer hangs in the Bodleian. But
the chief monument to the Protestant martyrs was
raised in 1841. The Martyrs' Memorial in S.
Giles*, opposite the west front of Balliol College, was
happily designed by Sir Gilbert Scott in imitation of
the beautiful crosses which Edward I. raised in
memory of Queen Eleanor. The statues of the
martyrs are by Weekes. The north aisle of the
neighbouring Church of S. Mary Magdalen was
restored at the same time in memory of the same event.

Cranmer had atoned for his inconstancy, and
crowned the martyrdoms of the English Reformation.
From that moment the cause of Catholic reaction was
hopeless. Crantner's career had not been that of a
saint or a martyr. He was a weak man with a legal
rather than a religious cast of mind. Nothing in his life
became him like the leaving of it. Others more con-
stant to their belief, and more noble in character, had
died at the stake. But the very weakness of the man
and the pathos of the humiliation of one so highly
placed, appealed to the crowd who could not rise to
heights of unshaken constancy. More easily under-
stood by the people than the triumphant cry of heroic
sufferers like Latimer, the dramatic end of the Arch-

3*6